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I was managing a dtpartm:nt that was n:spnns:blr: fur the pa}rments the company nmde rl'hese payments were
made everyday, in millions. The computer systems had to be working or our reputation wm'!ld go down the tubes.

4 1 also felt responsible for some of the people who weren’t coming up to scratch on our tean. I wurked late hours
4 and took work home. After fourteen years, this anxiety over work got to me. It played hayoc with my relation-
ship. It came to a head just before Christmas. My wife and I were not speaking. She had zone out. I think she
went shopping. Despite the freezing cold, I went out to make a garden path. I furiously dug, carried, mixed and
Iaid cement for about five hours. I was hoping, praying something would happen. That I wculd get a heart attack
' sonmthing.lwantedmgctm&omthepain I wanted everything to be over. I !went upstairs to the
piﬂslswaﬂnwadthemaﬂanﬁlaynnﬂlebed,exhauﬁ I don’t know what

ay 1 woke. My wife didn't say anything about it. I can’t rgmember ow I got to a doctor.
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q\ CITY QUAY TEXT

As part of the Dublin City Arts Centre's Civil Arts Inquiry, which aims to examine and test “the forces at work in civil
society” during December 2002 Christopher Reid's work City Quay Text was installed on the City Quay fagade of
the organizations premises. Reid's text originated as an oral narrative of an unidentified Dublin man recorded by the
artist two years ago. Comprising a 19.9 m x 4.5 m banner facing the IFCS (Irish Financial Services Centre) City
Cluay Text vividly recounts how such pressures in the workplace resulted in a breakdown in the life of the male

narrator who is part of a corporate management system.

The life span of the work was originally intended to extend into 2003, however it was removed from public
display following a request for the removal of an ‘unauthorised banner’ by Dublin City Council Planning Department.
The City Arts Centre are currently researching the regulations regarding the display of art in the public realm.
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